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CYPRUS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

 A Profile 

​General Information:

Name:

Cyprus Chamber of Commerce and Industry - CCCI

1. Address:

38, Grivas Dhigenis Ave., & 3, Deligiorgis Street, Chamber Building, 

P.O.BOX 21455, 1509 Nicosia, Cyprus

Telephone:
22 889800


Fax Nos:
22 669048 / 668630

E-Mail:

chamber@ccci.org.cy
Web-site:

http://www.ccci.org.cy
Number of staff:
33
The Cyprus Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI) is operating as a Federation of the District Chambers of Commerce and Industry of the five major towns of Cyprus, Nicosia, Limassol, Famagusta, Larnaca and Paphos, which have jurisdiction in their respective towns and districts.

The Chamber is the organisation of the business people of Cyprus and apart from offering a wide range of services to them it promotes their interests and views to the Government and the Legislature.

The Chamber's membership exceeds 8000 enterprises from the whole spectrum of business activity representing more than 95% of the business community of the country.  More than 120 Professional Associations from the sectors of commerce, industry and services are also affiliated to the Chamber.

The Cyprus Chamber of Commerce and Industry is an independent Organisation operating as a Corporate body and is not enjoying any state or other subsidy.  Its expenses are met from the members' subscription fees and from charges for services rendered.

The CCCI is a recognised social partner in Cyprus and takes an active part  in the Social Dialogue at national level while it also participates together with the trade unions and the Government in the various committees of tripartite co-operation that exist and between them cover a wide range of economic and social issues such as the Advisory  Economic Committee, the Advisory Committee on Commerce and Industry, the Advisory Labour Body, the Environment Council, e.t.c. Altogether the CCCI participates in more than 60 Committees, Councils and Organisations.

Aims and Objectives:

2. The basic objectives of the CCCI are:

· To offer optimum service to the members and promote their interests, within the framework of the overall interests of Cyprus and the advancement of the well being of the Cyprus people as a whole.

· To safeguard and promote the free economic system of Cyprus, which has indisputably always contributed to the attainment of an enviable standard of living for the Cypriot people.

· To follow-up closely the economic developments and maximise the contribution of the business community to the country's progress.

3. ​Services provided:

The main services offered by CCCI to its members include:

· Advice on imports-exports, the industrial and services sectors.

· Promotion of exports and assistance to Small and Medium Size Enterprises.

· Collection and dissemination of business information (e.g. foreign markets, the European Union, international agreements, e.t.c).

· Participation in foreign trade exhibitions and organisation of specialised trade exhibitions.

· Organisation of Trade Missions abroad and reception of foreign trade missions to Cyprus.

· Participation in international conferences.

· Training courses and seminars on matters of special interest to members.

· Professional examinations through its Examinations Board.

· Up-to-date Library with information on trade and industry matters.

· Link with international Data Banks of business interest.

· Surveys and reports on economic matters.

· Market research.

· Specialised advice on costing and pricing. 

· Advice on taxation matters and incentives provided.

· Specialised advice regarding the development of services and tourism in particular.

· Advice on European Union issues.

· Questions of technological upgrading of Industry.

· Provision of information on environmental issues of concern to enterprises.

· Labour Relations matters.

· Advice on questions of legislation.

· Issue of Certificates of Origin and certification of invoices and other documents.

· Arbitration and Mediation in trade disputes.

· Representation in various government and other committees.

· Publication of a monthly newspaper, a series of trade directories and a number of other business publications.

· Sale of business and economic nature publications.

4. ​CCCI as an Agent of the E.U.:

Having always been a strong supporter of Cyprus' European orientation, the Chamber has built excellent relations with the E.U. Commission with the aim of providing up-to-date information and advice to its members and the general public on E.U. affairs and

also to enhance the co-operation between Cypriot and E.U.  business units.  More specifically the CCCI has become the host of a number of E.U. services in Cyprus and it is not an exaggeration to say that it is the focal point of E.U. services to the business

community of our country and to the public at large.

These services include inter-alia:

· the hosting of the Enterprise Europe Network – Module A in Cyprus.

· the operation of the European Reference Centre (E.R.C.) for Cyprus.

· Its appointment as the Sales Office of E.U. Official Publications (EUR-OP) in Cyprus.

· the operation of a European partner-search system 

· its on-line connection to the E.U. databases in Brussels and Luxembourg.

· the establishment of the Cyprus Med-Invest Business Service Centre within the framework of the European Union Programme Med-Invest.

· the provision of advice to its members on a wide range of issues concerning E.U. legislation, standards, regulations e.t.c.

5. ​International Relations:

In addition to maintaining and promoting bilateral relations with Chambers of Commerce and Industry on a global basis the CCCI is a full member and national representative in Cyprus of:

the

ASSOCIATION OF THE EUROPEAN CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE AND

INDUSTRY (EUROCHAMBRES)

the

INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (ICC)

the

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION (ILO)

the 
ASSEMBLY OF THE MEDITERRANEAN CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 

AND INDUSTRY (ASCAME)

the

ASSOCIATION OF BALKAN CHAMBERS (ABC)                                

the

WORLD TRADE CENTERS ASSOCIATION (WTCA)

the
           INTERNATIONAL ARTICLE NUMBERING ASSOCIATION (EAN)

the

EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF CRAFT, SMALL AND MEDIUM  SIZED 

ENTERPRISES (UEAPME)

the

WORLD ASSEMBLY OF SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES  (WASME)

the

EUROPEAN TRADE PROMOTION ORGANISATION (ETPO)

Through the Professional Associations the CCCI is represented in UFTAA, EUTRAPLAST, IUCAB, FIATA, CONFIAD, IFPWA, ISSA, EAAA.

The Cyprus Chamber of Commerce and Industry has a total of 38 highly qualified professionals as well as clerical personnel.  Its services are fully computerised and it has an on-line connection with major Data Banks, through its international affiliations, for offering service at the minimum of time needed.

The offices of the CCCI are in a central area of Nicosia and are housed in its own modern building with full facilities for Conferences, Secretarial Services, Library, e.t.c.

On a smaller scale but of similar service is the operation of the district Chambers.

6. ​Chief Executive of the CCCI:

Mr. Marios Tsiakkis  - Secretary General

7. ​Involvement of the CCCI in Projects European Union Programmes:

The Cyprus Chamber of Commerce and Industry has a long standing experience in participating in European Commission and other funded projects. It is the Chamber’s belief that such projects are an invaluable tool for acquiring experience and gaining access to sources of knowledge relevant to the interests of its member enterprises, be that of educational nature, training, research or hands-on experience, in fields ranging from e-commerce, gender equality, environmental management, cross-border business cooperation and so on. As such, the Cyprus Chamber of Commerce and Industry participates in European Union funded programmes which include inter alia the Interreg programme, the MED and ENPI Programme, DG Justice projects, the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs programme, Erasmus+, as well as projects funded by the United Nations Development Programme ACT (Action for Cooperation and Trust in Cyprus).  
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